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Introduction: Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy & Canadian
Chairmanship of the Arctic Council

CANADA’S ARCTIC FOREIGN POLICY OUR APPROACH

» Canada will show leadership and work
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stewardship to build a region
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Canadd DEVOLVING GOVERNANCE. We will pursue our interests at the Cooperation, diplomecy. and respact for
international law will remain hallmarks
of Canada’s approach.

nternational level through leadership and stewardship.

| heard a clear message during all of my

domestic and international consultations: the

well-being and prosperity of people living in the AI‘C'“C Q)unC” Chalr 2013—2015

North must be at the forefront of Canada’s
Arctic Council priorities.

Canada'’s Arctic Council Chairmanship

That is why I’'m excited to tell you that the
overarching theme of our chairmanship will be
Development for the People of the North.



Arctic Cooperation:
A priority since the
1990s

- Defining Canada’s Arctic
Zone

- Wording Arctic identity

- Whiting a Grcumpolar
Agenda

1970s - 2000s: Canada
‘maturing’ alone
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Canada's Northern Strateg;y

www.northernstrategy.gc.ca

Canada's Northern Strategy

Our North, Our Heritage, Our Future: Canada's
Northern Strategy Putting the Arctic on the Agenda

Canada’s North is a fundamental part of Canada - it is
part of our heritage, our future and our identity as a
CoOuUntry.

The Governmeant has a vision for a new Morth and is
taking action to ensure that vision comes to life - for the
benefit of all Canadians.

To meet the challenges and opportunities of a changing
Morth, the Government has established a comprehensive
Morthern Strategy and is taking concrete action in four
priority areas:

Exercising our Arctic sovereignty
Protecting our environmental heritage

Promoting social and economic development
Improving and devolving Morthern governance

World-leading Arctic science and technology underpin the
Morthern Strategy and help ensure sound decision-
making.

The Government is committed to helping the North realize
its true potential as a healthy, prosperous and secure
region within a strong and sovereign Canada.




Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy: Intentions, Goals and

1 Arctic remains huge challenge for Canada as a state (geography)
*  Being an Arctic state
*  Burden (and costs) of climate change impacts
e Gronmng domestic/regional security/responsibilities

2. ‘Environmental’ & hurman security remain core element (more than ever?)

3. Northerness is key to national interest (getting the humar/cultural priority through)
. |dentity
. Economic security
. Economic prosperity (northerners)

4, Continent Extends North: Canada-US logic applies here
. Extending bilateral military cooperation North

5. Promating/supyporting subnationalism and subnational economies

... also (missed) Opportunities

6. Public circumpolar diplomacy: neighbourhoodness/isolationism?
7. Empowering Canadians

8 EU

9. United States

10. Russia/Russians (rhetoric and laziness)
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