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Introduction: Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy & Canadian 
Chairmanship of the  Arctic Council

Arctic Council Chair: 2013-2015:
- Strenghtening the Arctic Council
- Responsible Arctic Resource Development
- Sustainable circumpolar communities
- Safe Arctic Shipping



- Defining Canada’s Arctic 
Zone

- Wording Arctic identity

- Writing a Circumpolar 
Agenda

2000
1970s – 2000s: Canada 
‘maturing’ alone

Arctic Cooperation: 
A priority since the 
1990s



Putting the Arctic on the Agenda

- ‘New’ role for Canadian Forces

- Economic development as a priority 
(extractive industries)

- Domestic focused document

2007



1. Arctic remains huge challenge for Canada as a state (geography)
• Being an Arctic state
• Burden (and costs) of climate change impacts
• Growing domestic/regional security/responsibilities

2. ‘Environmental’ & human security remain core element (more than ever?)

3. Northerness is key to national interest (getting the human/cultural priority through)
• Identity
• Economic security
• Economic prosperity (northerners)

4. Continent Extends North: Canada-US logic applies here
• Extending bilateral military cooperation North

5. Promoting/supporting subnationalism and subnational economies

… also (missed) Opportunities 

6. Public circumpolar diplomacy: neighbourhoodness/isolationism?
7. Empowering Canadians 
8. EU
9. United States
10. Russia/Russians (rhetoric and laziness)

Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy: Intentions, Goals and 
… 
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